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Abstract

The Western church inhabits a post-Christian context, which is just as significant a
mission field as any from a non-Western background. Not realising this fact will cause
the church to perpetuate paradigms of self-understandings and models of mission that
do not fit this new reality, thereby draining the church’s relevance for today. The Gospel
and Our Culture Network (GOCN) have been addressing this issue for decades and the
literature they have produced gives theological grounding for mission to the West. An
exploration of their major tenets can help focus and reenergise the church’s self-
understanding and motivation for mission. The effects of one such church that has
sought to apply one of the central motifs spurred by the GOCN conversation reveals the
benefit of this deep theological reflection.
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