Cultural Differences between Australian Denominations
on Coming to Faith.

Dr Juhani Ensio Tuovinen

Senior Research Fellow, Graeme Clark Research Institute
Director of Teaching and Learning, Tabor Adelaide
Contact: juhani tuovinen@yahoo.com.au

Abstract

In 2001 and 2006 church attendees in many denominations across Australia were
surveyed about various aspects of coming to faith. Many substantial similarities and
differences were found, such as the importance of various factors in bringing them to
faith and the ages at which they came to faith. The results indicate that there are
important cultural differences in the way coming to faith is understood and acted on in
the various denominations. In this paper the empirical evidence from two national
surveys will be considered, highlighting what the various denominations can learn from
each other.
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